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Unfamiliar with her new home, Marin Pluckett steps outside to
explore the surrounding terrain. As she enters the woods, deep
in her own thoughts, she climbs a nearby tree. Suddenly, her
attention shifts to the teenagers next door. There are nine of
them, and strangely, as quickly as they appear, they disappear.
She wanders if her mind is simply playing tricks on her, but
moments later she discovers they are back, just long enough to
vanish once again. She forms an unlikely friendship with a boy
named Charley, who is the only other person who knows of the
teenagers’ existence. Together, they search to determine who
they are. While many of their expectations go unmet throughout
the journey, they both find a part of themselves that helps make
them whole.
Remarkables is a brilliantly written book that is bound to leave a
lasting impression on its readers. It is a fascinating and touching
novel that brings to light so many things that rest in the minds
and hearts of children in their middle school years. Like Marin,
most search for a sense of belonging and are devastated when
friendships dissolve. They question their own worth as well as
where they fit in the world. They reach out, not knowing what
may come their way. Bestselling author Haddix has a gift for
drawing these important developmental themes into her story.
This allows readers to form connections with the characters that
are genuine and real. Her style is simplistic yet unique, and will
reach a broad audience of children ages 9-13. Preteens who have
experienced ridicule from their peers as well as those who long
for companionship, love the mysteries in life, and favor books with
an array of twists and turns are likely to love this book.
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